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Why Worry About Debris?

▪1999 - 2010 - 6 major debris generating 
events in NJ

▪2011 - 2016 - 10 major debris generating 
events in NJ

- Hurricane Irene - Seaside Fire
- Tropical Storm Lee - Shark River Fish Kill
- October Nor'easter - South Jersey Macroburst
- South Jersey Derecho - Cape May Winter N’oreaster
- Superstorm Sandy - Cape May Severe T-Storms



What is Debris?

▪Solid Waste generated after an emergency 
event

- Vegetative Waste - Municipal Waste
- Hazardous Waste - e-Waste
- Construction & Demolition Debris
- Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

- Hurricane - Tornado - Fire
- Nor’easter - Earthquake
- Act of Terror - Collapsed Building(s)

 Debris includes:



VOLUME HANDLED
(Million cubic yards)

C&D Veg Sand Demolition Total

Disposed/
Recycled/

Reused
1.7 ~2.1 1.9 ~.49 ~6.2

Why is Debris a Challenge?

Superstorm Sandy Debris Volume



Why is a Debris a Challenge? -
Collection



Why is a Debris a Challenge? -
Collection



Why is a Debris a Challenge? –
Transportation



Why is a Debris a Challenge? -
Storage



Why is a Debris a Challenge? -
Storage



Why is a Debris a Challenge?

▪Disposal Facilities and Recycling Centers
▪Operating Status
▪ Capacity
▪Operating hours
▪ Location

▪Costs
▪ 2015 South Jersey “Macroburst” –

approximately $20 million in cleanup costs



How is the Department addressing 
Debris Challenges?

▪Established central e-mail address for all 
correspondence related to an emergency
▪ solidwasteemergencies@dep.state.nj.us

▪Account monitored during normal 
business hours and during anticipated 
storms

▪Established emergency contact list for all 
solid waste facilities and recycling 
centers
▪Updated annually (prior to every 

hurricane season)

mailto:solidwasteemergencies@dep.state.nj.us


How is the Department addressing 
Debris Challenges?

▪Permit condition being added to SWF 
permits and approvals – requires 
reporting

▪Revising State Debris Management Plan

▪County Debris Management Plan 
Template

▪Municipal Debris Management Tool Kit

▪Created pre-approval process for 
Temporary Debris Management Areas



Debris Management Plans

▪ Identify debris management 
procedures to be implemented in an 
emergency
▪Faster & more efficient response
▪Decreased costs in an emergency (not 

duplicating work)
▪Higher cost share with FEMA if 

municipality/county has an approved 
debris management plan (FEMA Pilot 
Project)



County Debris Mgmt. Plan Template

▪Debris Fact Sheet

▪Executive Summary 
and Overview

▪Guidance Handbook

▪County Emergency 
Debris Management 
Plan Template



Municipal Tool Kit

• Provides information 
to help municipalities 
plan for disaster 
debris

• Released November 
2013 and available 
on-line – updated 
November 2015



Municipal Tool Kit

▪Developing a basic Debris Management Plan

▪ Siting Temporary Debris Management Areas 
(TDMAs)

▪Guidance on determining TDMA acreage

▪Obtaining pre-approval of TDMAs

▪ TDMA FAQs

▪ “Speed Up Your Cleanup” informational 
handout





Temporary Debris Management Areas

•Site where debris is temporarily stored 
until it can be sent to a final 
destination (disposal or recycling)

▪All temporary debris management 
areas must have DEP approval prior to 
storing debris

▪FEMA will not reimburse for debris 
management if a town/county did not 
obtain DEP approval



TDMA Siting Concerns

•Cannot be located in environmentally 
sensitive areas
•Need approvals from:
–Land Use (wetlands and flood hazard areas) 
–State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
–Endangered Species
–Stormwater
–Green Acres
–Water Supply
–Pinelands/Highlands Commission, if 

applicable



Pre-approval of TDMAs

▪ Previously TDMA approvals were event specific

▪DEP implemented a pre-approval process for 
“recurring” TDMA locations

▪Detailed review of submitted information will be 
conducted prior to issuing a pre-approval
▪ Sites approved for Sandy or other events 

will not be automatically approved

▪ Establishment of regional TDMAs is encouraged



Pre-approval of TDMAs (cont.)

▪ TDMA Pre-approval Request Form in Municipal 
Tool Kit
▪ Available as a fillable PDF document on-line

▪Must include a site drawing, photographs, and 
fire official and County OEM approvals

▪Department will coordinate getting all other 
approvals (Pinelands, Stormwater, Green Acres, 
etc.)

▪ Submit to solidwasteemergencies@dep.nj.gov

mailto:solidwasteemergencies@dep.nj.gov


Activating a Pre-Approved TDMA

•Can only use TDMA after a Governor 
declared state of emergency

•Activate a pre-approved TDMA 
during/after an emergency by:
• e-Mail - solidwasteemergencies@dep.nj.gov
• Fax - 609-984-0565
• Phone - 609-292-9880

mailto:solidwasteemergencies@dep.nj.gov


Today’s Takeaway Points

▪Counties should develop Debris 
Management Plans

▪Debris may not be accumulated 
without DEP approval

▪To speed up recovery efforts 
towns/counties should obtain a pre-
approval for debris management sites



Debris Team Contacts

•Division of Solid & Hazardous Waste
–Robin Heston-Murphy – robin.heston-murphy@dep.nj.gov
–Tom Byrne – tom.byrne@dep.nj.gov
–Bradi Montozzi – bradi.montozzi@dep.nj.gov
–Bianca Esposito – bianca.esposito@dep.nj.gov
–(609) 292-9880

• solidwasteemergencies@dep.nj.gov

•www.dep.nj.gov/dshw

mailto:robin.heston-murphy@dep.nj.gov
mailto:tom.byrne@dep.nj.gov
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