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Overview
• What is Environmental Justice?
• Biden Administration Priorities
• Some Hard Questions
• Use of EJScreen Software
• Other Resources
• Take-Aways
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What is Environmental Justice (EJ)?
• Fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 

people regardless of race, color, national origin, or 
income with respect to the development, 
implementation and enforcement of environmental 
laws, regulations and policies. [USEPA, NCDEQ]

• EJ aims to address and redress the disproportionate 
effects of environmental policies and practices on the 
politically underrepresented, vulnerable, and 
disempowered, including low-income, indigenous, 
minority and other vulnerable communities. [ABA SEER 
Draft Report on EJ]
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What is EJ?
• Definition has two parts: (1) fair treatment, and 

(2) meaningful involvement.
• First articulated by Clinton Administration in 1994.
• Many examples in the decades before:

• Land conquest and treaty violations.
• Civil rights movement and Warren County, NC.
• 1987 UCC report concluding that racial composition of a 
neighborhood is single most important factor in 
determining where a toxic waste facility is sited.
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Biden Administration Priorities
• Executive Order 14008 on Tackling the Climate Crisis 

at Home and Abroad includes extensive provisions for 
EJ generally:
• “To secure an equitable economic future, the United States 

must ensure that environmental and economic justice are key 
considerations in how we govern.”

• Requires investing in clean energy that creates well-paying 
union jobs turning disadvantaged communities into healthy, 
thriving communities.

• Establishes White House EJ Advisory Council to work with EPA’s 
National EJ Advisory Council.

• USEPA to strengthen enforcement of environmental violations 
with disproportionate impact on underserved communities.
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Biden Administration Priorities
• Also in January 27 EO 14008 :

• Justice 40 initiative, seeking to assure that 40% of the 
overall benefits of certain federal investments flow to 
disadvantaged communities.

• Office of EJ created in Justice Department.
• Office of Climate Change and Health Equity created in 
Department of Health and Human Services. DHHS also to 
create a Working Group to Decrease Risk of Climate 
Change to Children, the Elderly, People with Disabilities, 
and the Vulnerable.

• By February 2022, publish website with annual EJ 
Scorecard for relevant federal agencies.
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Some Hard Questions
• Friction between local land use decisions and 

federal priorities—what if indigenous people in an 
area prefer to develop fossil fuel resources 
contrary to federal government policy?

• Friction between economic and environmental 
considerations—what happens if underserved 
community prefers jobs at a coal-fired power 
plant to solar panels?

• What happens when misinformation creates fear 
in a community? Political leaders often seem to 
feed the fear.
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Use of EPA’s EJScreen
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EPA’s EJScreen
• Any format or picture
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EPA’s EJScreen
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EPA’s EJScreen
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Other Resources
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• at least 35 percent of the households qualify as 
low-income households (at or below twice the 
poverty threshold as determined by the United 
States Census Bureau);

• at least 40 percent of the residents identify as 
minority or as members of a State recognized 
tribal community; or

• at least 40 percent of the households have 
limited English proficiency (without an adult 
that speaks English “very well” according to the 
United States Census Bureau)

An Overburdened Community (OBC):

Environmental Justice Law, N.J.S.A. 13:1D-157



Other Resources
• California EJ Alliance: 

SB 1000 Implementation Toolkit
• EJ Planning
• Identifying disadvantaged communities
• Community engagement strategies
• Case studies and funding sources
• EJ Objectives and Policies

• Community outreach is a specialized skill—find 
experienced consultants in the community
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https://caleja.org/2017/09/sb-1000-toolkit-release/


Take-Aways
• Projects face enhanced EJ concerns from the 

federal government and many state 
governments.
• Need to identify and have a plan to address potential 
hot button topics for a given project at a specific site.

• Must incorporate EJ considerations in siting and similar 
studies.

• Will need more professionals with EJ experience.
• Services of consultants who specialize in 

community outreach will be needed in many 
cases.
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